Grading Rubric: Essay
Task Description:

Dimension Exemplary Competent Emerging Failing Score
A B C D

Thesis The thesis statement names | The thesis statement names | The thesis statement The thesis statement does
the topic of the essay and the topic of the essay. outlines some or all of the not name the topic AND
outlines the main points to main points to be discussed | does not preview what will
be discussed. but does not name the topic. | be discussed.

Support Includes 3 or more pieces of | Includes 3 or more pieces of | Includes 2 pieces of Includes 1 or fewer pieces
evidence (facts, statistics, evidence (facts, statistics, evidence (facts, statistics, of evidence (facts, statistics,
examples, real-life examples, real-life examples, real-life examples, real-life
experiences) that support experiences) that support experiences) that support experiences).
the position statement. The | the position statement. the position statement
writer anticipates the
reader's concerns, biases or
arguments and has
provided at least 1 counter-
argument.

Sentence All sentences are well- Most sentences are well- Most sentences are well Most sentences are not well-

Structure constructed with varied constructed and there is constructed, but there is no constructed or varied.

structure.

some varied sentence
structure in the essay.

variation is structure.

Grammar and

Author makes no errors in
grammar or spelling that

Author makes 1-2 errors in
grammar or spelling that

Author makes 3-4 errors in
grammar or spelling that

Author makes more than 4
errors in grammar or

Spelhng distract the reader from the | distract the reader from the | distract the reader from the | spelling that distract the
content. content. content reader from the content.
Capita]ization Author makes no errors in Author makes 1-2 errors in | Author makes a few errors | Author makes several
and capitalization or capitalization or in capitalization and/or errors in capitalization
. punctuation, so the essay is | punctuation, but the essay punctuation that catch the and/or punctuation that
Punctuation reader's attention and catch the reader's attention

exceptionally easy to read.

is still easy to read.

interrupt the flow.

and interrupt the flow.




