General Education Course Proposal Cover Sheet 
Course Subject/Number



Department, Center, or Program

     
Faculty Proposer

 

     




Note: In accordance with the General Education Plan, “to be approved for general education credit in the skills and knowledge and understanding components, a course must be specifically designed for a general education audience; courses in the upper-division integration component must demonstrate appropriateness for a general education audience.”

Course Information
Proposed course is:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Existing Course
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New Course
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Revised Course






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Interdisciplinary Course
: List disciplines involved: 
Number of credit hours:


Prerequisites: 



Proposed # of seats per section: 

Frequency of course (e.g. fall, spring)

Category course is proposed for: 

Skills 



Knowledge & Understanding

Integration
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mathematics
 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Natural Sciences and Technology
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Global Issues
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Oral Expression


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Social Sciences



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Information / Technology Literacy
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 U.S. Civilization




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Written Expression

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Western Civilization





 FORMCHECKBOX 
 World Systems






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Humanities






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The Arts






 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Foreign Language

Guidelines for Submitting General Education Course Proposals
1. Complete the General Education Course Proposal Cover Sheet (above)

2. Attach a copy of the initial course proposal, including the following:

a. Cover sheet indicating review and approval by the Divisional Course and Program Committee, the Dean, and the Provost

b. Master course outline complete with:

i. Course objectives

ii. Course content outline (description of the unique features and major topics of the course)

iii. Bibliography (list of educational materials books, films, periodicals, etc. to be used in the course)
c. Model syllabus
d. Table of contents of texts if appropriate

3. Address items 1, 2 (a-h), and 3 (a-b) in narrative form (found on next page). Do not include the Appendix with your submission.
The Dean’s Office will submit all items for referral to the General Education Committee as a packet or electronically to the:

Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

Office of the Provost

Kehoe 807
Stephen.Light@plattsburgh.edu cc: coolidvm@plattsburgh.edu 
______________________________        ___________         ____________________________________     _________

Faculty Proposer                                          Date                     Department Chair                                                 Date

______________________________       ____________         ____________________________________     _________

Dean                                                               Date                     Associate VPAA                                                   Date

________________________________________________          ______________

Chair, Gen. Ed. Committee (indicates Committee Approval)              Date
1. How does this course meet the objectives of the designated component and category? (See Appendix A). If relevant, include how the course also meets objectives of the Oral Expression category.

2. How does the course meet each of the common goals of the General Education Plan? Refer to your syllabus, course proposal, and other course documents as you address each goal specifically.
a. Reinforce oral and written communication skills;

     
b. Integrate critical thinking and information literacy / management competencies into the curriculum;


c. Reflect diversity of content and scholarship and offer a broad focus;


d. Engage students in critical reflection on issues of race, gender, and class appropriate to content;


e. Include regional or local content where appropriate;


f. Include international content where appropriate;


g. Include technology appropriate to the discipline; and

h. Include an ethics component.

3. How will this course meet the quality and pedagogy requirements of the General Education Plan? (see description in Appendix B)
a. How will high expectations and standards be communicated to students?


b. How will students be actively engaged in learning?


Thank you for your submission. Note that the General Education Plan calls for periodic review of all courses approved for general education. The department will be expected to submit materials demonstrating the effectiveness of this course, including current course syllabi, student course evaluation data, and samples of student work. 

(Rev. 9/18/14)

APPENDIX A – Category Descriptions as found in the General Education Plan, last revised October 23, 2007
The Skills

1.  Mathematics -- Courses in this category introduce students to mathematical thinking and logic and foster students’ ability “to interpret and draw inferences from mathematical models such as formulas, graphs, tables, and schematics,” “to represent mathematical information symbolically, visually, numerically and verbally,” “to employ quantitative methods such as arithmetic, algebra, geometry, or statistics to solve problems,” “to estimate and check mathematical results for reasonableness,” and “to recognize the limits of mathematical and statistical methods” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses will emphasize the applicability of mathematics to “real life” and will be designed to instill in all students a sense of mathematics as a creative and useful endeavor. Courses focus on developing in the student an understanding and appreciation of mathematics and the great ideas of humanity and reinforce the students’ ability to apply quantitative skills, and to filter, analyze and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).


 


3 credits
2.  Oral Expression -- Specially designated oral expression courses assist students to “develop [college-level] proficiency in oral discourse; . . .  evaluate an oral presentation according to established criteria” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes); and communicate effectively in spoken English (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  (Students must take among their courses at least one that is designated as an oral expression course.)
0 – 3 credits

3.
Information and Technology Literacy -- Courses in this category will ensure that students have mastered the skills and concepts basic to information and technology literacy.  Students will demonstrate the ability to “perform the basic operations of personal computer use; understand and use basic research techniques; and locate, evaluate and synthesize information from a variety of sources” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses in this category will focus on the ability to use technology effectively and the ability to filter, analyze, and critique information and experience (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).

1 credit

4.
Written Expression -- Courses in this category develop in students the ability to “produce coherent texts within common college level written forms; . . . revise and improve such texts; . . . develop an argument [, based on evidence], and organize supporting details” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes); and communicate effectively in written English (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses provide extensive practice in writing and revision in order to help students develop the ability to write clear, effective English prose.  






3 credits

The Knowledge and Understanding

5.  
Natural Sciences and Technology -- Courses in this category develop in students “understanding of the methods scientists use to explore natural phenomena” and “application of scientific data, concepts, and models in one of the natural sciences” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses will explore the fundamental assumptions and principles of the scientific method, illustrated by laboratory and/or fieldwork. Courses will make clear the difference between science and technology and enable students to critically assess technological worth.  Courses will strengthen students’ skills in qualitative and quantitative reasoning and in critical thinking and analysis, by careful study of both historic and contemporary scientific problems.  In addition, courses will reinforce students’ understanding and appreciation of the sciences and their ability to use technology effectively (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  (Each student must complete one 3- or 4-credit SUNY approved course; the remaining 1 or 2 credits can be completed with a second 3- or 4-credit course or one or more 1- or 2-credit topics courses.)
5 credits

6.  Social Sciences -- Courses in this category provide students with “understanding of the methods social scientists use to explore social phenomena” and “knowledge of the major concepts of one or more disciplines in the social sciences” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, the great ideas and cultures of the world, the nature of society, and the moral responsibility of the individual (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce the students’ ability to read with comprehension, to communicate effectively in written and spoken English, to use technology effectively, (while also assessing the impact of technological innovation), and to filter, analyze and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  
3 credits

7.  Civilizations of the World

a.  U.S. -- Courses in this category expand students’ “understanding of common institutions in American society and how they have affected different groups” and their “understanding of America’s evolving relationship with the rest of the world.” Students must also demonstrate “knowledge of a basic narrative of American history” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses will include aboriginal concerns, immigration, inequality, growth, colonialism, the environment, and issues of power and conflict, especially in a North American context.  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, the nature of society, the moral responsibility of the individual, and the continuity of history and the changes influenced by historical processes (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce the students’ ability to read with comprehension, to communicate effectively in written and spoken English, and to filter, analyze and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).






3 credits

b.  Western -- Courses in this category impart “knowledge of the development of the distinctive features of the history, institutions, economy, society, culture, etc. of Western civilization” and “relate the development of Western civilization to that of other regions of the world” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes). Courses will include attention to such matters as emigration and immigration, art, music, philosophy, literature, religion and conflict.  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, the great ideas and cultures of the world, the nature of society, the moral responsibility of the individual, and the continuity of history and the changes influenced by historical processes (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce the students’ ability to read with comprehension, to communicate effectively in written and spoken English, and to filter, analyze and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).
3 credits

c.  World Systems -- Courses in this category impart “knowledge of either a broad outline of world history, or the distinctive features of the history, institutions, economy, society, culture, etc. of one non-Western civilization” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes). Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, the great ideas and cultures of the world, the nature of society, the moral responsibility of the individual, and the continuity of history and the changes influenced by historical processes (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce the students’ ability to read with comprehension, to communicate effectively in written and spoken English, and to filter, analyze and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).



3 credits

8.
Humanities -- Courses in this category provide students with “knowledge of the conventions and methods of at least one of the humanities” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, aesthetics, the great ideas and cultures of the world, and the moral responsibilities of the individual (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce students’ ability to read with comprehension, to communicate effectively in written and spoken English, and to filter, analyze, and critique information and experiences (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  
 



3 credits

9.  The Arts -- Courses in this category provide students with “understanding of at least one principal art form and the creative processes inherent therein” (SUNY Required Learning Outcomes).  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world, the arts and aesthetics, the great ideas and cultures of the world, and the moral responsibilities of the individual (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).   Courses reinforce students’ ability to communicate effectively and to filter, analyze and critique information and experience (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).
3 credits

10. Foreign Language -- Courses in this category will be at the FL 112 level initially, with the level to be raised as the level required for high school graduation in New York State rises.  These courses will build upon the basic skills required by SUNY (basic proficiency in the understanding and use of a foreign language and knowledge of the distinctive features of cultures associated with the language, at the FL 111 level).  Courses focus on developing in students an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our world and understanding and appreciation of the cultures of the world (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).  Courses reinforce the students’ ability to communicate in a second language (Plattsburgh General Education Objectives).

3 credits

The Integration

11. Global Issues -- Courses in this area encourage students to think transnationally or transculturally about social, political, economic, aesthetic, moral, and technological issues.  These courses will contribute to students’ understanding about issues such as human rights, migration, trade, poverty, access to health care, and technology, and the ramifications of policies regarding political power, militarization, and the environment.  A course offered in this area will engage in comparative studies of a global theme across different nations, cultural groups, or cultural regions. Courses in this area will be upper division and will build on and integrate the knowledge and skills acquired in the first two sections of the program.

 


3 credits

12.  One of the following (a or b):

 
 a. Individual, Society and Responsibility -- Courses in this area investigate the conflicts and tensions between individuals and societies that motivate questions of responsibility.  Students will develop and apply skills in ethical reasoning and come to understand the ways ethical issues affect individual behavior, lifestyles, and public life.  Courses will focus on issues regarding institutions of health, education, economics, or leisure and entertainment; patterns of human development; social constructions of gender, sexuality, race, ethnicity, nationality, class, and the like; conflicts between public and private life; or, institutionalized beliefs, values, and world views. Courses in this area will be upper division and will build on and integrate the knowledge and skills acquired in the first two sections of the program. 

A course offered in this area will meet at least one of the following conditions:

1. It explores the relationship between the individual and society from one or more cultural, religious, or philosophical perspectives.

2. It examines social, political, or ethical issues and controversies within a particular historical, disciplinary, professional, or policy context.

1. It combines coursework (rigorous reflection and writing) and extra-mural community service.

3 credits

b.  Art, Literature, and Interpretation  -- Courses in this area will enhance students’ appreciation for the fine arts, literatures, and narratives by which we articulate the human condition.  Students will learn to interpret various kinds of artistic expression in terms of their styles, genres, histories, or aesthetic qualities.  These courses use discipline specific as well as interdisciplinary methodologies to study meanings and effects of artistic expression, and develop critical and theoretical perspectives for engaging art and literature. Courses in this area will be upper division and will build on and integrate the knowledge and skills acquired in the first two sections of the program. 
A course offered in this area will meet at least one of the following conditions:

1. It emphasizes explicit instruction in critical methods in the humanities and arts.

2. It teaches students how to develop interpretative arguments.

3. It promotes contextually grounded focuses on teaching critical interpretation of fine arts and/or literature.

3 credits
APPENDIX B – Description of Quality and Pedagogy as found in the General Education Plan, last revised October 23, 2007

In order to assure engagement of students in learning and high standards of quality, courses approved for the General Education Program must demonstrate principles of good practice in undergraduate education, such as:

1. Communicating High Expectations and Course Standards:  Course proposals must describe how high expectations and standards shall be communicated to students:  a) Course descriptions must indicate what level of skills and knowledge are required for the course.  b) Course descriptions must indicate how course materials and texts meet the objectives of the category.  c)  Efforts must be made to acquaint students with issues and materials relating to the topics addressed.  d) Course requirements should ensure that students spend adequate time on assignments that should be evaluated frequently and promptly.  e) Types and frequency of assignments should be listed in the courses proposed for General Education.

2. Fostering Active Learning:  To be approved, course proposals for General Education are expected to show how students can be actively engaged in learning.  Students should be encouraged to talk and write about what they are learning and apply it.  Some examples of active learning approaches include class discussions, study groups, structured exercises, peer critiques, in-class writing and team projects.

3. Reinforcing and Integrating Skills and Content:  Course proposals for General Education must demonstrate how the course will reinforce the goals of the program (outlined above), integrate appropriate skills and content components of course, and contribute to integration within the General Education Program.

